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CAUSE NO. 2025-25681

DR. SONIA MELO, M.D., §
Plaintiff, § IN THE DISTRICT OF

§
§

V. § HARRIS COUNTY,%XAS
§

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS MD § ‘ \@

ANDERSON CANCER CENTER, § 6ISTJUDICIAJ\<j STRICT

Defendant. § @)

N

0

DEFENDANT’S RESPONSE TO PLAII@FF’S
MOTION FOR DEFAULT JUDGMENT

@

Defendant, The University of Texas MD Ande@@ancer Center (“UT MDACC”) files
99
this response to Plaintiff’s Motion for Default ]udgn@:
N

&

Plaintiff filed an Amended Petitioq&§st Defendant on July 16, 2025. She claims to have
served Defendant on the same day.@@efendants’ deadline to answer was August 11, 2025.
Defendant, however, did not ani@%iFy that date and Plaintiff filed a Motion for Default Judgment,
which is currently set for susion to the Court on September 8, 2025.

Defendant rece@cgpearned of the Motion for Default Judgment and immediately filed an
answer on Auguit @@25. Texas Rule of Civil Procedure 239 allows the Court to enter a default
judgment onlyﬁe defendant has not answered. The Court, therefore, should deny Plaintiff’s

Motion fd;@efault Judgment. Tex. R. Civ. P. 239.
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In conclusion, Defendant, UT MDACC, has answered Plaintiff’s Amended Petition. The

Court, therefore, should deny Plaintiff’s Motion for Default Judgment in accordance with Texas

Rule of Civil Procedure 239.
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Respectfully submitted, @§@
&’
KEN PAXTON N

S
Attorney General of T eg&@;s’

BRENT WEBSTE
First Assistant Attorfiey General

RALPH MO
Deputy FirstAssistant Attorney General

AU @INGHORN
Dep ttorney General for Civil Litigation
v

BERLY GDULA

<,

@QVL)% hief, General Litigation Division

/5/ C. Lee Winkelman

C. LEE WINKELMAN

State Bar No. 24042176

General Litigation Division

Office of the Attorney General

P.O. Box 12548, Capitol Station

Austin, Texas 78711-2548

Phone (737) 231-7737/Fax (512) 320-0667
lee.winkelman@oag.texas.gov

Counsel for Defendant, The University of Texas
MD Anderson Medical Center



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that on August 21, 2025, a true and correct copy of this document was served via
the court’s e-service system on the following counsel of record:

William X. King &
McDowell Hetherington LLP \@
1001 Fannin St., Suite 2400 @
Houston, Texas 77002 . @
William.King@mbhllp.com y\%\

@

Anthony R. Faraco, Jr. @

Lipsitz Green Scime Cambria LLP &

42 Delaware Ave., Suite 120 &)

Buffalo, NY 14202 @

afaraco@lglaw.com @

Q@
Counsel for Plaintiff @@
/s/ Q@ Winkelman

/LEE WINKELMAN
istant Attorney General
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