
Dear Editor, dear members of the editorial board, dear members of ISAC, 

Four years after its publication, the article of Gautret et al. [1] is still available online. Despite 
the important methodological concerns [2], despite the evidence that this article contains 
flawed data [3] as mentioned on page 98 of this inspection report from French 
supervision[4], despite the negative influence this article has had worldwide on health 
policies during the pandemic [5], despite the fact that the results of this article have been 
disproven [6], despite the fact that the metadata of the reviewing time of a single day of this 
article has now been hidden [7], despite the action undertaken by other journals which asked 
for retraction of this article [7], despite the deadly consequences that this article may still 
have [8], this article has not been retracted.

Medical science knows about the case of another fraudulent article which was retracted only 
several years after publication [9], with the awful consequences this delay generated [10, 
11]. Scientific publishing should have learned from its mistakes and try to avoid repeating 
them. We are deeply disappointed to see this is not yet the case here.

ISAC informed us that some of these concerns were shared by its analysis in April 2020 [12], 
but nothing happened during the last four years, which seems unusually long to us.  

Furthermore, we recently learned that three of the authors of this article have been 
requesting the removal of their names from the list of authors a while ago. The current 
editorial committee should facilitate this decision, which follows on from Frits Rosendaal's 
comments.

Even if you are not inclined to retract this paper on scientific and ethical grounds, we hope 
you might consider doing so to mitigate the considerable reputational damage to the journal 
that is caused by publication of such seriously flawed material. 

Thus, we wonder why no action has been taken in this case and we would appreciate it if 
you could inform us about the actions you intend to take to bring a definitive ending to this 
case.
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