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Objet : Professor Fouad Fayad FRCP (Glasgow): Added Value of Antl-CD74 Autoantibodies in Axial Spondylarthritis in
a Population with Low HLA-B27 Prevalence.

Dear Dr Bou Ghosn MD

Thank you for asking me to provide an opinion in this instance.

| apologise for the delay in responding due to professional commitments and the complexity of the
matter in hand.

| attach my report for your consideration and please let me know if you have any queries regarding the
details.

Warm regards and best wishes

Asad



10 May 2022

Dr José Bou Ghosn MD
Chairman of the scientific committee at the Lebanese Order of Physicians, Tripoli, Lebanon

RE: Professor Fouad Fayad FRCP (Glasgow) and the published paper:
Added Value of Anti-CD74 Autoantibodies in Axial Spondylarthritis in a Population with Low
HLA-B27 Prevalence. Front. Immunol, 10:574. doi: 10.3389/fimmu.2019,00574

Dear Dr Bou Ghosn

Thank you for asking me to provide an opinion relating to the publication of the above paper
authored by Ziade NR, Mallak I, Merheb G, et al. in Front immunol. 2019;10:574 and Prof Fayad

very much appreciate the provision of focused precis of the most relevant aspect s of the case in
hand in addition to providing important copies of reports of other learned colleagues.

PLEASE NOTE THAT | AM PROVIDING MY INDEPENDENT OPINION AND IN NO WAY REPRESENTING
THE VIEWS OF THE BRITISH SOCIETY FOR RHEUMATOLOGY.

My report will follow the following format;

1. Brief of current professional standing, Fellowships and Memberships of learned
organisations and Membership of research groups.(See Appendix | below)

List of publications over past four years. (See Appendix Il below)

Professional and collegiate relationships with Prof Fouad Fayad.

Recap on the relevant details relating to the matter of the published paper under
consideration.

Informed opinion and conclusion.

=

o

3. Professional and colleriate relationships with Prof Fouad Fayad

| have known Prof Fayad both as a colleague and friend for many years. | am fully aware of his
clinical competence and academic achfevements. I have visited him at his place of work Hétel-Dieu
de France, Beirut. | successfully sponsored him for the Fellowship of the Royal College of Physicians
and Surgeons of Glasgow. | am fully satisfied with his high professional standards and integrity, and
| am happy to provide this report without bias or prejudice.

4. Recap on the details relating to the matter of the published paper under consideration:

| have reviewed the published paper by Ziade et al and the main concern related to the
methodology section which did not include any mention of the missing data of the index
Ankylosing Spondylitis patients and the blood donor group. Neither was there any mention of
the recalculation of the cut off threshold of the 1gG assay used despite significant email
exchanges between Dr Ziade and the German co-authors Nicklas Baerlecken and Torsten Witte.
It is evident that Dr Baerlecken was against manipulating the manufacturers calculated
threshold of the IgG4 assay however Dr Baerlecken’s view was overruled by Dr Witte despite the
evident missing data due to lack of biological material and at one stage a mix up with the
identification of samples sent from Lebanon.

In addition, there was no mention in the manuscript in the light of the missing data, of
recalculation of the threshold values for IgG4 and the methodology used in the final calculations
out with the manufacturers assay threshold.



V.

Vi,

VIL.

I note that Professor Pascale Salameh In her email of October 19, 2021 , stated that “ The
results of the article seem consistent to me a priori; the calculations that have been made are
correct. For the post-hoc analysis, similarly, the results seem consistent to me as well; the LR+
cannot be calculated in several tables because the Sp=100% (the LR would be infinite), which is
also correct.”

However, it is not clear from her submission whether she took into account the number of
missing data and which set of data she used. Was it the original native data entries for 1gG4
levels using the manufacturer’s cut off threshold.or that used by the authars using ROC
analysis?

In their report, the Inquiry Commission stated that “In support of this position, (Prof Fayad)
puts forward the opinion of an internationally recognized expert, Pr. Nassim TALEB. The
members, while recognizing the eminent sclentific qualities of the expert, regret that the
opinion was sought from an economist and not from an expert in biostatistics. ”

This is a very surprising statement on two counts. First Prof Taleb’s opinion was sought by
Frontiers publications as evident in his email to Prof Fayad dated 1 September 2021 which
included an invitation from Frontiers in Public Health Editorial Office to review a manuscript
relating to paediatric services in China. So, the question about his suitability to opine in this
case does not arise.

Second, the respectful members of the Inquiry Commission might have missed that in many
respects, Statistics and Biostatistics according to Robert Weiss UCLA Biostatic Prafessor, are
quite similar and many Biostatisticians would feel comfortable in a statistics Department and
vice-versa. In Biostatistics, the research problems are generally motivated by real data sets and
problems from Public Health, Blology and Medicine. So, on that count the preference to
discount Prof Taleb’s opinion is not justified and contributed in a very significant negative way
to Prof Fayad’s contention that the integrity of the data used was suspect,

It is also important to note that the Inquiry Commission concluded that “after having
deliberated at length, the members unanimously agree that they are not in a position to
confirm or invalidate the reproaches of “manipulation of scientific data”.

5. Informed opinion and conclusion:

| have reviewed the available evidence based on the submitted myriad of documents with
reference to the question whether the published manuscript by Ziade et al stand to
sclentific scrutiny as regards the integrity of the data used and the conciusions derived from

In my opinfon and as a practicing clinician involved in reasonable amount of collaborative
clinical research find that the methodology used, and the conclusions made in the published
manuscript by Ziade et al raise significant cause for concern and requires more focused,
independent, and unprejudiced analysis of the data generated by the investigators.

It is also my opinfon that Prof Fayad acted properly in raising his concerns regarding the
published manuscript and that any retaliatory actions by those in power against his
professional integrity and standing is wholly unjustified and will be nothing less than a
travesty of natural justice.

Asad Zoma FRCP
Honorary Consultant Physician in Rheumatology
NHS Scotland, UK E: a.zoma@ntlworld.com




APPENDIX |

Brief of current professional standing: Dr Asad Zoma FRCP

I currently hold the post of Honorary Consultant Physician in Rheumatology at NHS Scotland,
UK, and an Honorary Professorship of Medicine at Basra College of Medicine in Iraq. | hold full
registration with the UK General Medical Council with licence to practice.

Fellowships and Memberships of learned orzanisations:

I am a Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow, Fellow of the Royal
College of Physicians of London, and Fellow of the American College of Rheumatology. | am a
member of the British Society for Rheumatology, the British Medical Association, and the
British International Doctors Association.

Membership of research groups:

| am a founding member of the Systemic Lupus International Collaborating Clinics (SLICC) and
the British Isles Lupus Assessment Group (BILAG). In addition to the above | have regularly
reviewed articles for various journals.
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