Lebanese Order of Physicians — Tripoli

Issuance number: 314/2022
Date: 12/05/2022

Honorable colleague Professor Sharaf Abou Sharaf,

President of the Lebanese Order of Physicians — Beirut

With much appreciation and respect,

Follow-up to your communiqué dated 28/01/2022 related to the membership suspension of
Professor Fouad Fayad in the Lebanese Society of Rheumatology of the Lebanese Order of
Physicians - Beirut, he who is registered under N° 1100 in the Lebanese Order of Physicians-
Tripoli,

And based on the investigation that was carried out with Professor Fayad, who provided us with
all necessary and required files and documents, and due to the absence of any response to our
communiqué issued to you under N° 262/2022 dated 04/13/2022, which includes a request to
consider and look into Dr. Nelly Ziade Al Zoghbi’s statement, despite the fact that you were duly

addressed,

In addition, after our correspondence with several local and international experts and specialists
regarding the study under discussion, which was published in the international journal "Frontiers
in Immunology" on 03/26/2019 under the title: “Added Value of Anti-CD74 Autoantibodies in
Axial Spondyloarthritis in a Population With Low HLA-B27 Prevalence”,

Pursuant to our phone call (the President and Head of the Scientific Committee in the Order) with
the current President of the French Society of Rheumatology (SFR) after sending them all the
documents and reports related to this subject,

The result came to confirm the existence of manipulation in the study data and failure to respect
the data integrity in accordance with the internationally established principles “From Regulatory
guidance’s of the FDA and EMA”,

When Professor Pascal Salameh refused to provide us with documents and data related to the study
(a copy of an email dated 05/07/2022), which was sent to her by Professor Dolla Sarkis, according
to which Professor Salameh provided her study-related report (a copy of the email dated
12/01/2022),
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Based on all of the above and as follow-up to your communiqué sent on 28/01/2022:

We inform you that the Council of the Lebanese Order of Physicians - Tripoli has decided the
following:

- Appealing the decision of your honorable Order Council to suspend Professor Fouad
Fayad's membership in the Lebanese Society of Rheumatology, and to invalidate this
decision in form and content due to its lack of validity, realism and legality for all the
reasons and defects referred to above.

2- We also draw your attention to the fact that you have bypassed the applicable rules and the
applicable laws by referring our colleague Professor Fayad to the investigation before your
Order without referring to his parent Order.

3- The accusations made in his communiqué about the mismanagement of the Lebanese
Society of Rheumatology were supported by Professor Fayad with compelling and firm
documents recognized and acknowledged in the relevant scientific and promotional
conferences and lectures; the same applies to the study conducted by Dr. Nelly Ziade at
Saint Joseph University, which contains many flaws neglected by the university
administration and will be detailed if necessary.

Thank you for your understanding

You will find attached:

I- Report of the former Head of the French Society of Rheumatology and former editor of the
scientific journal: Joint Bone Spine/Revue du Rhumatisme, Professor Thomas Bardin.

2- Report of the current Head of the French Society of Rheumatology (SFR), Professor
Christian Roux.

3- Report of Dr. Rafik Faddoul.

4- Report of the French Professor Corinne Miceli.

5- The electronic link to the international expert’s opinion in Statistics and Applied
Probability, Professor Nassim Nicholas Taleb.

6- Report of Professor Asad Zoma at the “Royal College of Physicians in Glasgow”

Head of the Scientific President of the Lebanese Head of the Professional
Commiittee Order of Physicians — Tripoli  Investigations Committee

Dr. Jose Bou Ghosn Dr. Salim Abi Saleh Dr. Abdulnasser Mustafa
(Signature) (Signature) (Signature)

Lebanese Order of Physicians — Tripoli (Seal)
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