COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY
IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT AND DEAN OF
THE FACULTY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

September 10, 2019

Dear Faculty Colleagues,

The integrity of our research is a matter of utmost importance to Columbia. As our Institutional
Policv on Misconduet in Research states, “Misconduct in research damages the integrity of the
profession and undermines the credibility of scholars. It is also antithetical to the values the
University strives to maintain and promote.”

Generally, findings of research misconduct are communicated to the public through retractions
or corrections published in the scholarly literature. Where such a retraction is not feasible, the
University may choose to notify the relevant community.

It is therefore with regret that I must inform you that Professor Charles K. Armstrong, Professor
of History at Columbia, has been found to have committed research misconduct, specifically,
plagiarism, in his book, Tyranny of the Weak. These findings were made in accordance with our
Policy, which required a confidential preliminary review by an Inquiry Committee, an
Investigation by a separate ad hoc faculty committee, oversight and recommendations by the
University’s Standing Committee on the Conduct of Research, and final decisions by the
Executive Vice President for Research and the Provost.

Professor Armstrong, who is retiring at the end of 2020, will be on sabbatical for the academic
year of 2019-2020.

If you have general questions or concerns about research misconduct, please visit
hitns://resecarch.columbia edu/content/rescarch-misconduct.

Thank you, and I wish you all the best for the new academic year.

Maya Tolstoy
Interim Executive Vice President for the Arts and Sciences
Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences
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of‘ piacdmldcrs as fa iows. :j; .
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* failure to cotrobotate: ref“crmccs adequately and doubie—check my manuscnpt. -' :
:'__'En almost every case ] am certain felevant primary sources do exist— Szg ntai’s - -
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- 'chem in tim conrcxl ui’ a broader acadenm dxspute (See e g., A1mstm:1g 3/ 1 S
v 13 ]2—16) '} he Commmee ﬁnd‘; this mue to be lrmlwaut Mormvur, havmﬁ 3 :
.'taken a: caleful i(mk at Drx S?nlontm 8 a!i%aimns tlm Comm:ttw ﬁnds ihcy wme | ;" _ B :. :
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mtentmnal or :eckless: was: zm ;aoiaied e»ent or part of a pattem or hm o

5 g rs,spnzase to Caise f?'%';’ 1or e%ampla, Dr Ammrong wrnes hlmugh the Puz&nm dmnes T exnmmcd conain .
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| CQNF}I}EN&‘i.Ahf_DRAF‘}?.-<8/I7_/.18'_ .
| qlgmf“ cant impact on ihe Resc:arc,h Rec,md Resemn.h subjects othm researchx,rs :
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) 5.;"’1‘11(: Cq_:za.mitiec notes t{m'ﬁ the purpose of the Misconduct Poliey is explicitly 1_"emedial.'
. The Commitee recommends that thie Provost be provided a copy of this Report to determine

* whether further steps are needed.
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past two vears, the University should consider issuing a public not:ca ef some ic
Such a release would publicly validate the accuracy of your staleme:nt‘;. B

With respect to existing copies of the Armstrong Book, the Umversrty shcutd reqx;e_st
that Cornell University Press take the following steps to avoid confasmn betwaen th

first edition of the book and subsequent, corrected editions:

a. Madsf} the electronic version of the Armstrong Book to mdncate clearly that It
is a corrected version of the original edition, including a new cover. :

b, Modify the hard copy of the Armstrong Book to indicate ciearly that it [S a:
corrected version of the original edition, mc!udmg a riew cover or banner or

sticker that would indicate “corrected edition.”

3. Neither the original first edition nor the corrected first edition of the Armstrcmg Etmk
should be used as a textbook in Columbia courses, .

4. If a new edition of the Armstrong Book is released, Dr. Armstrong should address
further errors you identified, Cornell University Press should be notified, that Dr‘
Armstrong has been directed to correct any further errors. L .

5. The Provost and the Executive Vice President for the Faculty of Arts and Scien é
should be notified of the outcome of this Investigation and the Provost :
a copy of the Report, even if there is no appeal by Dr. Ammtrang

“The bases for the modlﬂcanmﬁs 0 the Report's recommended correm"
the ﬁ:}fiowmg ' : :
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