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P. Brambilla, MD, PhD 
Co-Editor-in-Chief 
Journal of Affective Disorders 
Department of Pathophysiology and Transplantation 
University of Milan, via Sforza 35, 20122 
Milano, Italy 
paolo.brambilla1@unimi.it 

J.C. Soares, MD, PhD 
Co-Editor-in-Chief 
Journal of Affective Disorders 
Department of Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences 
University of Texas at Houston Health Sciences Center 
1941 East Rd 
Houston, TX 77054, Texas, USA 
Jair.C.Soares@uth.tmc.edu 
 
Dear Dr. Brambilla and Dr. Soares, 
 
As the senior author and PI of the federally funded grants that supported this research, I am writing to 
inform you of the request by the University of Illinois at Chicago that two articles published in the 
Journal of Affective Disorders be retracted. This request follows the conclusion of a formal institutional 
investigation that was prompted by allegations of research misconduct against me, and that was 
conducted in accordance with the Public Health Service Policies on Research Misconduct (CFR 42 Part 
93).   
 
Where, when and how high, and how long? The hemodynamics of emotional response in psychotropic-
naíve patients with adolescent bipolar disorder, Journal of Affective Disorders, 147:304-311, 2013.   

With regard to the above published article, the Investigation Panel concluded that the allegations of 
research misconduct were supported by a preponderance of evidence.  The Investigation Panel 
concluded that I intentionally and knowingly made two false statements in the Methods section of the 
article whereby the medication status of the subjects recruited to participate in the research study and 
whose data were included in the analyses was represented as “psychotropic-naïve” and “never having 
taken psychotropic medications”.  Further, the Investigation Panel found by a preponderance of 
evidence that I intentionally and knowingly made a false statement in the Methods section whereby 
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“…Each child and their parent were interviewed by doctoral-level clinicians…” The Investigation Panel 
concluded that the accuracy and quality of the published results and conclusions were seriously 
compromised by these false statements. 

Deficits in emotion recognition in pediatric bipolar disorder: the mediating effects of irritability, Journal 
of Affective Disorders, 144:134-140, 2013. 

With regard to the above published article, the Investigation Panel concluded that the allegations of 
research misconduct were supported by a preponderance of evidence.  The Investigation Panel 
concluded that I intentionally and knowingly made one false statements in the Abstract and four false 
statements in the Methods section of the article.  Specifically, these statements misrepresented the 
medication status of the research participants as “medication-naïve” and “unmedicated”.  In addition, 
false statements were made regarding the use of the “…Washington University Kiddie Schedule for 
Affective Disorders and Schizophrenia…to determine placement into diagnostic group” and that “All 
clinical interviews and rating scales were completed by a master’s or doctoral level rater…”  The 
Investigation Panel concluded that the false statements seriously compromised “the quality of the results 
and conclusions in the manuscript.”   
 
My coauthors, who have been notified of the request for retraction, were not implicated in the research 
misconduct. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

 

Mani Pavuluri, MD, PhD 
 
cc:  Mark D. Grabiner, PhD 
 Associate Vice Chancellor for Research and Research Integrity Officer 
 
Cc CO AUTHORS: 
 
Ezra Wegbreit, PhD 
Alassandra Passarotti, PhD 
James Ellis, BA (PhD) 
Minjie Wu, PhD 
Nikki Witowski, BA 
Jacklynn Fitzerald, BA (PhD) 
Lisa Lu, PhD 
Steve Shankman, PhD 
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P. Boksa, PhD 
Co-Editor-in-Chief 
Journal of Psychiatry and Neuroscience 
Professor, Department of Psychiatry 
Associate Member, Department of Neurology and Neurosurgery 
McGill University, Montréal, Quebec 
patricia.boksa@mcgill.ca 
R. Joober, MD, PhD 
Co-Editor-in-Chief 
Journal of Psychiatry and Neuroscience 
Director, PEPP-Montréal 
Senior Researcher, Douglas Mental Health University Institute 
Professor, Department of Psychiatry 
McGill University, Montréal, Quebec 
ridha.joober@douglas.mcgill.ca 
 

Dear Dr. Boksa and Dr. Joober, 

As the senior author and PI of the federally funded grants that supported this research, I am writing to 
inform you of the request by the University of Illinois at Chicago that an article published in the Journal 
of Psychiatry and Neuroscience be retracted. This request follows the conclusion of a formal 
institutional investigation that was prompted by allegations of research misconduct against me, and that 
was conducted in accordance with the Public Health Service Policies on Research Misconduct (CFR 42 
Part 93).   
 
Altered affective, executive and sensorimotor resting state networks in patients with pediatric mania, 
Journal of Psychiatry and Neuroscience, 38:232-240, 2013. 

With regard to the above published article, the Investigation Panel concluded that the allegations of 
research misconduct were supported by a preponderance of evidence.  The Investigation Panel 
concluded that I intentionally, knowingly and recklessly made two false statements in the Results 
section of the article whereby the medication status of research participants whose data were included in 
the analyses was misrepresented.  Based upon the results of an IRB-directed audit, he Investigation 
Panel concluded that the false statements seriously compromised the results and conclusions of the 
article.   
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My coauthors, who have been notified of the request for retraction, were not implicated in the research 
misconduct. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

 

Mani Pavuluri, MD, PhD 
 
cc:  Mark D. Grabiner, PhD 
 Associate Vice Chancellor for Research and Research Integrity Officer 
 
Cc CO AUTHORS: 
 
Ezra Wegbreit, PhD 
Alassandra Passarotti, PhD 
Minjie Wu, PhD 
Jacklynn Fitzerald, BA (PhD) 
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