May 1, 2015
Hokkaido University

Regarding Improper Receipt of Public Research Funding

1. Circumstances
In April 2014, contact was received from the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS), which had conducted an in-depth review of documentation related to the previous report of inappropriate accounts processing at Hokkaido University. Upon conducting its review, JSPS found that research items either identical or bearing extremely close resemblance were contained in certain documentation associated with scientific research assistance funding for both Research Faculty of Agriculture Professor Sanae Ariga and Faculty of Pharmaceutical Science Research specially-appointed Professor Hiroyoshi Ariga.

2. Investigative method, results, etc.
(1) An inquiry was initiated after Takashi Mikami was appointed to chair an Investigative Committee consisting of a total of eight other members comprising five from within the university and two external members including at least one attorney.
(2) Research proposals and other documentation relevant to applications for scientific research assistance funding submitted by both parties during the nine years from fiscal 2004 through 2014 were consulted in an examination of whether redundancies existed in research content. Interviews were also conducted with both parties regarding the sequence of events in submission of applications, research methods, etc.
(3) The results include a finding of improper receipt of research funding for the research project outlined in item 3 below, relevant to JSPS Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research, Basic Research Project (B), which was approved in fiscal 2006. Disciplinary action was taken, as outlined in item 4 below.

3. Research project subject to findings

	Research representative
(Affiliation, title, name, etc.)
	Research Faculty of Agriculture, Professor, Sanae Ariga, 57

	Research category name
	Research period
	FY 2006 - FY 2007

	Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research, Basic Research Project (B)
	
	

	Research topic name
	Functional analysis and drug discovery for DJ-1 causal gene for familial Parkinson’s disease PARK7

	Determined grant amount (unit: ￥1)
	Research project members

	FY 2006
	FY2007
	Hiroyoshi Ariga (specially-appointed professor, Faculty of Pharmaceutical Science Research)

	8,000,000
	7,500,000
	





4. Violations and quantity of disciplinary action
(1) Violation
Improper receipt of public research funding
(2) Quantity of disciplinary action and personnel subject thereto
① Graduate School Research Faculty of Agriculture Professor Sanae Ariga, female, 57; suspension of employment for 10 months
② Graduate School Faculty of Pharmaceutical Science Research specially-appointed Professor Hiroyoshi Ariga, male, 64; suspension of employment for 10 months

5. Future responses
In consideration of this case, the following measures for ethical education regarding improper conduct of research activities subject to public funding will be thoroughly implemented to instill the appropriate basic attitude among researchers.
① The relevant regulations will be revised and thoroughly disseminated, based on the “Guidelines Regarding Responses to Wrongdoing in Research Activities, Etc.” instituted by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (issued December 26, 2014 and effective April 1, 2015).
② A leaflet on prevention of impropriety in the conduct of research activities (i.e., improper use of research funds, wrongdoing in the conduct of research activities) was produced and distributed to all employees (distribution completed in March 2015).
③ Institution of obligatory training sessions regarding impropriety in the conduct of research activities (conducted beginning FY 2015).
④ Notification and training are to be implemented in explanatory conferences on applications for scientific research grant-in-aid, with attention to methods for drafting research proposals, and relevant problematic precedents (conducted beginning FY 2015).
⑤ Prior conformation of application content in cases where scientific research grant-in-aid applications are submitted by members belonging to the same research group, and where multiple researchers submit such applications as research representatives for given projects (conducted beginning FY 2015).


