10™ of April 2014

Dear Dr. Jaime A. Teixeira da Silva,

I am a Publishing Director for Elsevier, publisher of the journal Scientia Horticulturae. I am
contacting you with regard to your communications with the journal's editors and publishers
since 2010.

Elsevier fully supports scholarly discussion as a vital part of scientific communication and
progress. In that spirit, our editors and publishers have repeatedly responded to your concerns
over the past years. However, there is a difference between healthy dialogue and disagreement
about science and unfounded personal attacks and threats. In addition, we find unfounded
accusations forwarded to outside parties, whom have little or nothing to do with the science at
all, inappropriate and not conducive to scientific discourse.

For example, you have heavily criticized the editors’ requests for you and your co-authors to
confirm that all authors have fulfilled the authorship criteria. As we have explained to you, the
reason for these requests is that we know of instances where you did not qualify as an author
under our journal guidelines, which are identical to the ICMIE criteria for authorship.

Therefore, we now take the exceptional step of ceasing to communicate with you, and that
includes any review of your papers. Since you do not communicate with the Journal and Elsevier
in a professional manner, we will neither recognize nor respond to your attacks. The Editors of
the journal also agree with this decision. We regret that we have to take this very unusual step,
but in this case there is no other choice.

Sincer
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